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They have given up their heathenism and immorality, and
are under regular Christian instruction and discipline. They
contribute towards the maintenance of the means of grayi'J
and their names and attendance at public worship are care-
fully registered from week to week; they submit in every
respect to the strict rules of the mission, and are called at
times to endure persecution and trials for the name of
Christ

Although a much smaller proportion of our people are
baptized and admitted into conimumon with the church than
is usual in the adjoining missions of North Travancore and
Tinnevelly, this is not, I apprehend, because our people are
inferior in knowledge or sincerity to those alluded to, but
because we administer baptism not to mere professors or
learners of Christianity, but only to those who show by their
lives and conduct, as far as we can judge of them during a
lengthened probation, that they are actuated by love to
Christ,, and are living not merely in the practice of external
morality and obedience to the requirements of Christianity,
but in faith and holiness as true children of God. "Were we
prepared to administer baptism to the same class of persons
as are admitted to this rite in other missions, the mass of
our people would receive this holy ordinance with respect
and joy. Most of the brethren prefer, however, by the
present system to maintain the purity and high standard
already set up for the churches committed to our care.

As might be expected, some of our hearers actually do,
even after a period of Christian instruction, apostatize or
backslide, or are led astray by evil influences. Choked by
the thorns of worldliness, or scorched by the sun of tempta-
tion, plants which had promised well fade away and perish.
Those who fall into immorality or sin, even though they
continue to attend public worship, at once cease to be recog-
nised as professing Christians, and their names are expunged